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which he met there were foxes, supposed by him to have
been brought upon the ice ; but of useless animals, such as
sea lions and penguins, which he calls vermin, the number
was incredible. He allows, however, that those who touch
at these islands may find geese and snipes, and, in the sum-
mer months, wild celery and sorrel.

No token was seen, by either, of any settlement ever
made upon this island; and Mr. Macbride thought himself
so secure from hostile disturbance, that, when he erected
his wooden block-house, he omitted to open the ports and
loopholes.

When a garrison was stationed at port Egmont, it was
necessary to try what sustenance the ground could be, by
culture, excited to produce. A garden was prepared; but
the plants that sprung up withered away in immaturity:
some fir seeds were sown ; but, though this be the native
tree of rugged climates, the young firs, that rose above the
ground, died like weaker herbage: the cold continued
long, and the ocean seldom was at rest.

Cattle succeeded better than vegetables. Goats, sheep,
and hogs, that were carried thither, were found to thrive
and increase, as in other places.

" Nil mortalibus arduum est:" there is nothing which
human courage will not undertake, and little that human
patience will not endure. The garrison lived upon Falk-
land's island, shrinking from the blast, and shuddering at
the billows.

This was a colony which could never become independ-
ent, for it never could be able to maintain itself. The
necessary supplies were annually sent from England, at an
expense which the admiralty began to think would not
quickly be repaid. But shame of deserting a project, and
unwillingness to contend with a projector that meant well,
continued the garrison, and supplied it with regular remit-,
tances of stores and provision.

That of which we were almost weary ourselves, we did
not expect any one to envy; and, therefore, supposed that